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YANNIA AVANNAS

SPOONERISM

was the Dictionary.com “Word of the Day”
waiting for me in my Inbox. Before opening

the e-mail to get the definition, I thought

of my family’s restaurant back home: Spoonem’s.
But “spoonerism” has nothing to do with

eggs over easy or corned beef hash, even less

to do with me framed behind that little square
window where sticky plates were passed:

and my mind unconcerned with making clean.
The word didn’t make me think of an inverted
phrase, or a couple of misfired consonants either—
Only could remember that one waitress, the little
windows between the buttons of her tight white shirt,
and those tig ‘ol bitties.



